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Part II

¢ Which of Kyiv’s museums do you want to visit? Why?

d Which part of Kyiv are you interested in more: the old or the modern one?
® If you go to Kyiv, will you visit Kyivo-Pecherska Lavra? Yes/No? Why?

°

Would you be interested to go down the Dnipro by boat as far as Kanev? Yes/No? Why?

READ THE TEXT ABOUT LONDON AND ANSWER SOME QUESTIONS AFTER IT:

London — the capital of Great Britain

‘Many tourists who visit London for the first time ar¢ advised to start looking around the city
either from the top of a Grand Tour double-decker bus or from a tour boat that will take you down
the Thames as far as Greenwich and bring you back to Westminster or Charing Cross Pier.

From the upper deck of the tour bus you’ll get a good overview of the hustle and bustle of the huge
metropolis with its old and new sights living peacefully next to each other. The bus will take you to all
the parts of London: the City, the West End, Westminster and the East End.

The City

The City on week-days is the busiest place in London with its numerous banks, offices, insurance
companies and different firms. Now you will probably not see the legendary clerk in a dark suit and a
bowling hat there. They are in the past. But the City is still the country’s business and financial centre
and its streets are always full of hurrying people and transport, souvenir street vendors, tourists and
policemen. Tourists are attracted by the Bank of Ehgland, the Stock and the Royal Exchange, the Old
Bailey which is the popular name of the Central Criminal Court of London, the Barbican Cultural centre
with the Museum of London and the London home of the Royal Shakespeare company. It is much
quieter in the City at the weekend, as nobody lives there, but there are always a lot of people in St. Paul’s
Cathedral which is the parish church of the British Commonwealth and one of the most beautiful build-
ings in the world. Its construction was completed at the beginning of the 18th century and it replaced the
older cathedral that was destroyed by the Great Fire of London in 1666. The Cathedral is the masterpiece
of the famous British architect Sir Christopher Wren whose tomb can be seen in the crypt. Besides its
significance to the British believers and its beauty, St. Paul’s Cathedral has another unique attraction -
the Whispering Gallery which runs right round the inside of the lower section of the dome. If someone
who is standing near the wall on one side whispers some words, they can be heard near the wall on the
opposite side, 32 metres away.

The Tower of London

One of the oldest, best-known and most impressive places of interest in the City is the Tower of
London which stands on the north bank of the Thames. It was begun in the 11th century by William the
Conqueror and was added to and altered by later monarchs. In the course of history it has been a fortress,
aroyal palace, a state prison, a citadel and an arsenal. _

Now it is a unique museum in which you can feel the past centuries and touch the walls that witnessed
the executions of Henry VIII’s two wives and Guy Fawkes, the creation of «History of the World» by Sir
Walter Raleigh and the last minutes of the unhappy nephews of Richard I1I. It is also a living museum in
which you can watch the Tower ravens, try on the knight’s armory and the king’s crown, and take a
picture with the Yeomen Warders who still guard the Tower.
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Westminster

Why not get on the Tour Bus again and go to Westminster where several most important governme:c:
buildings are situated, among them the Houses of Parliament, Westminster Abbey and Buckingha=
Palace?

The Houses of Parliament which stand on the site of the burnt Palace of Westminster, built in the 14--
century, is the seat of the British government. It is here that the House of Commons makes the laws ar. -
the House of Lords discusses and debates them. It is here that the most important decisions for tk:
country’s policy are taken. Besides, it is a wonderful work of art with hundreds of paintings and scul;-
tures worth seeing. Its Clock Tower is famous all over the world as a symbol of London and Britain as
contains a huge clock and a bell, known as Big Ben. The bell tolls every hour and its sound is familiz-
to millions of people. B

Westminster Abbey is another leading landmark of London. Its ancient walls house the churc-
where almost all British monarchs have been crowned, married and buried since the 11th centur-
There you can also find the Poets’ Corner which is the resting place of some outstanding men <
letters like Geoffrey Chaucer, Robert Browning, Alfred Tennyson, Charles Dickens, Thomas Harc
and Rudyard Kipling. There are also monuments to other famous writers and poets who are buriz:
clsewhere, such as William Shakespeare whose tomb is in his home town of Stratford-on-Avon. Yc.
can also see there the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior which commemorates all the soldiers and offi:-
ers killed in the First World War.

The West End

Buckingham Palace is the official London residence of the sovereign. Though the building itseli _
not an architectural masterpiece, its interior decoration, paintings and furniture are really worth seeir.z
The weekly ceremony of the Changing of the Guard attracts many spectators with its music and soldier:
traditional uniforms.

From Buckingham Palace it is a short walk to Trafalgar Square which may be called the main squa-:
and the geographical centre of London. It is not as old as some other places of the capital as it wz
designed in the middle of the 19th century to commemorate the victory of the British fleet headed t-
Admiral Nelson over Napoleon’s fleet at Trafalgar in 18/()5 - Nelson lost his life in that battle but broug=-
victory to his country so British people think of him as their national hero. Nelson’s column in the cent:=
of the square is very tall with a statue of the Admiral on the top and four bronze lions, that symbolize tt:
power of the British Empire, around it. Other attractions on the square are the National Gallery with -
wonderful collection of arts and the beautiful St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church. ‘

Another 10 minutes’ walk can bring you to the heart of the West End — Piccadilly Circus. Itis one c-
the busiest places in London, and if you want to see its focal point — the Statue of Eros closer, don’t ris:
crossing the street; use the underground crossing. Originally the statue was erected as a symbol of chariz
but now it has become one of the most popular meeting places of young people and punks who mak:
money letting tourists take their pictures.

From Piccadilly Circus you can stroll along the richest streets of London — Regent, Oxford and Bon:
Streets - lined with expensive shops, restaurants and hotels.

London’s numerous parks are an all-year-round attraction both for Londoners and the guests of th::
city. The parks are called «the lungs» of London and they are true oases in the polluted and overcrowde:
city. Hyde Park and Green Park, St. James’s Park and Kensington Gardens are beautiful in any seaso-
and please the eye with their trees, bushes, flowers and ponds.
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London museums are so many that it’s difficult to name them all. The most important are the
British Museum with its unique archeological collections and the Library, the National Portrait
Gallery, the Royal Academy of Arts, the Victoria and Albert Museum with fine collections of arts,
the Science Museum whose main aim is educate people and Madame Tussaud’s Gallery that dis-
plays the wax figures of famous people.

The East End

The East End of London used to be the poorest district of the city, but now it is a development area
with new houses and a modern industrial centre. It has many interesting sights including an exact copy
of Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre which was built on its original site and London Dungeon which is very
popular with children and adults who like horrors, and many other places of interest.

The Dome

London’s newest attraction is the Dome that was built in 1999 to mark the millennium of the new era. It is
only 15 minutes from Central London, right next door to the North Greenwich underground station. Inside the
Dome tourists will find «Skyscape», a huge big screen cinema hall which can also be used for concerts and
shows. They can visit the new world of «Learning» in a magical orchard and see the 21 Century Doomsday
Book. They can experience the excitement of «Work» in the future and see how much it has changed from the
past. In the section «Body» the visitors can have a journey of emotions through the human body and explore
the opportunities and challenges that advances in science, genetics and medicine will bring. «The Shared
Ground» will give a chance to observe British interior scenes and experience what could be done if people
really joined together. «Living Island» will provide a trip to a typical British sea resort with a beach, band-
stand, pier and lighthouse and games with hidden messages. «Home Planet» will take the tourists to the most
amazing journey to the most incredible planet in the known universe — Earth —to find out what makes our
planet unique. «Self Portrait» will show thousands of faces of the nation in the picture gallery and photo
exhibition. «Faith» will help to get acquainted with the huge range of beliefs and religions which are part of
the UK today. «Mind» will give you a chance to play mind games with robots and to explore your senses and
perceptions working out how to create a better future. «Rest» will provide the visitors with a mental flotation
tank where they can escape the hectic pace of the modern life and enjoy empty space packed with sound, light
-and shapes. «Money» will give you a virtual chance to blow a million pounds in a wild spending spree and
find out what the City really does with the money.

Answer the following questions:

® If you happen to go to London, what will you do on your first day there?

® Would you prefer to take a tour bus or a tour boat to see as many sights in one day as possible?

i Name 5 sights of London that you would like to see (in the order of preference). Explain why you
have chosen this order.

i What will you start with: the old part of London or the new attractions which were built to
celebrate the millennium?

b If you had only 3 days to stay in London which would you choose, to see as many sights as
possible or to visit one museum but to explore it thoroughly? Why? '

.

Which of London parks would you like to go to and why?
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