
The arts

Topic III Mod ern ar t
Cou nt ries a Scotla nd

v ocabu lary III Art
Links III Sa. 5e . lit

II A child could do that

YOUNG MASTERS
attacks on the WorldTrade Center. Themain
£20,000 Barbie Prize was won by the
collected work 01 Jodie andherschoolfriends
at Caol Primary School near Fort William 
because Jodie is only 10 years old,
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attention, 911, anotherwork by jodie on the
samesubject, won an individualBarbie Prize
for modern art in 2002, 911 consists of a grey
acanvascovered with 3,000 burnt matches,
onefor each person who diedin the terrorist

A
t a recent art exhibition at the West
Highland Museum in Scotland, a
picturecalled The Future is Gone by

Jodie Fraser, depicting three ghostly planes
overthe New York skyline, attracteda lot of

The Turner Prize
The Turn er Prize, the adult verst . . .wo rk in the la t 12 .' on o f the Barbie Prize. is awarded eve r , . • •( s months. Ihese arc th e winner s of rece n t vCl\rs( l) ) l ar to an art ist I n Britain aged und er 50 for (JI II'I ' I', ( , _ ' ., dil l l n g

Drumroll (a film made by rolling
a videocamera in an eoi l drum through
the streets of New York)

57 everyday events photographed from
unusual angles and positioned
arandom ly acrosS a wall

The Lights Going On and Off (li9hts turn themselves on and

off in an empty room)

The Thinker (computer equipment placed inside a api ll ar

makes a ahum m in sound)

typical work
year artist

2002 Keith Tyson

2001 Martin Creed

2000 Wolfgang Tillmans

1999 Steve McQueen



canva~ a the fa bric t hat you use oil pain ts on ~~I ~um a to make a buzz ing noise. like a bee
t I rum ~ an empty cy linder tha t cont ained oil
o patro nise g to treat someon e to o st

pillar a a ta l l column. usuall used t Imply . as if t hey were a child
ran domly a not in a fixed order 0 suppor t the roo f o f a bui lding

One of Rob Fairley's rules is
"Never teach them art!"

Theartthathas ..flooded out of Caol Primary
School's art club, Room 13, hasamazed the
modern art world. Room 13 is open to any
child at playtime, lunchtimeor after school.
OnFridays, if the children have completed all
their schoolwork, they can spend all day
there, andsome children stay there from9am
to 6pm. The only adults involved are artist
RobFairley andhisassistant ClaireGibb, but
theyaren't the children's teachers. They are

their..employees.

R oom 13 is an independent business,
separate from the school, and has a
..committee (all under the age of 11 ) who
manage theirown finances, applyfor..qrants,
order artmaterials andgive lectures. They have
even lectured at the Tate Modern gallery in
London. Butsome banks andarts organisations
are notprepared to deal with acommittee who
are not yet teenagers, soRoom 13 often has
financial problems, and their orders for art
materialsaresometimes ignored.

IvanMas5OW, head of thejudges of theBarbie
Prize (ajunior version of theannual Turner Prize
forModernArt),says "It wasobvious thatthe
children hadbeen askedto think aboutthings
andexpress themselves through art. And the
Quality of the work was exceptional. If I had

bought 911 andput It in myLondon flat, no
onewould have thought that it wasthework

of a 10-year-old".

T he children are not looking forward to
studying art at secondary school. wherethey
will have to use cheaper materials andfollow
a strict exam syllabus. They know that they
have a unique freedom in Room 13. One of
Rob Fairley's rulesis "Neverteach themart!",

The MagicYl,'llow Elephant.

and theirheadteacher doesn't interfere with
their work. As their managing director,
OanielleSouness, said at a recent conference:
"Room 13 proves that if you give us the
chance we can organise our education and
we aretired of beingopatronised with your
ideaof what we can understand".

You can visit Room 13 at
www. room13scotland.com
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Before y o u read
o look at the works of art ' th h
them? What do you think t~~y , e p ~;o~. What doyou think of
tradition al styles of art? mean . 0 you prefer more

Readin

~~e:d tFhe te~t quickly. What is unusua l about:
• 0 re ra ~ e r s success as an artist?

2. the committee of Room 13?
3. thhe dchlldren's relationshipwith Rob Fairley andthe'

ea teacher? rr

I!l ImlMatch these headings ith h
a. Day-to:day activity in Room~' t e paragraphs of the text.

b. The children's opinion of art teach'
c. The committee's work 109
d. One pupil'swork
e.An art expert's opinion of the children'swork

p{"'pl Are these statements true or false?
. heBa rbie PrIZe IS a special art prize for oun

2. 91"s a work that represents dead peopl: g people.

~. ~~ b Fairley decideswhat happens in Room 13
. ere are someteachers on th . .

5. Some adults don't treat the c e committee of Room 13.
6.The children think that they;.~mltteebOf Room 13seriously.

secondaryschool. I get a etter education at

0 1mlRead the list of recent li r P' .
1. involves film-making? u ner nze wmners. Whosework :

2. involves photography?
3. Involves electronics?

5 eakin
~What doyou think of the d ..winners' work? escnptions of the Turner Prize

~ Discussthe following questions
1.~~y havethe children of Room 13 producedsuch interesting

2. Can you teach subjects like art nd .that people are bornwith? a music, or are they talents

3.~~~~~;?hild re n be allow~d to 'organise their education' in


